
© A.I.S.E. 2024

A YEAR IN REVIEW

A.I.S.E.’s activities 
in 2023–2024



A year in review – A.I.S.E.’s activities in 2023–2024 © A.I.S.E. 2024

Foreword

A.I.S.E. represents a sector that brings essential products to market for 
cleanliness and hygiene in the home and in public spaces. As such, we 
contribute to Europe’s economy through employment, research and 
development, and innovative and sustainable cleaning and maintenance 
solutions that enable Europe’s businesses to function.

The elected and appointed EU leaders for 2024–2029 have a new mandate 
to implement the EU Green Deal through the legislative revisions and new 
proposals that they will take up. The top priorities for A.I.S.E.’s members 
today are the legislative trilogues for the revision of the Detergents 
Regulation and the Green Claims Directive. In addition, we are preparing for 
the evaluation of the Biocidal Products Regulation and anticipating the new 
chemicals industry package to simplify REACH. And we look forward to the 
European Council’s Strategic Agenda 2024–2029.

It is essential that the new leaders deliver a regulatory framework that 
fosters innovation and takes account of the administrative burden on 
Europe’s SMEs that run 85% of our sector’s manufacturing facilities. As the 
first downstream sector to sign the Antwerp Declaration for a European 
Industrial Deal, A.I.S.E. underlines the need for investment to ensure that 
European industry remains competitive on a global scale. 

This report outlines our very active engagement in the last 12–18 months to 
bring our valuable expertise to the policymakers in all three EU institutions. 
We will continue to engage with the legislators, meeting and greeting the 
new leaders, cooperating with the Council Presidency and the Member State 
authorities, and hosting our annual stakeholders’ Cleaning & Hygiene Forum 
in the European Parliament for the first time on the 4th of December.

Our core business is to ensure availability of essential products and services 
that uphold our modern way of living, maintain our homes and businesses 
and protect our health through cleanliness and hygiene, in a safe and 
sustainable manner. This is our fundamental raison d’être and we are open 
to engaging with the legislators on all issues that will shape our sector for 
the coming decades. We invite you to browse this report and get in touch to 
discuss any of the topics covered.

Florian Vernay, 
A.I.S.E. President

Alexis Van Maercke, 
A.I.S.E. Director General

https://www.linkedin.com/in/florian-bertrand-vernay-9557ba31/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexis-van-maercke-7874322/
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A highly regulated industry requires a high level of engagement

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030

Volume of 
legislation

Prior to the introduction of the EU Commission’s Green Deal 
in 2019, the EU legislative framework for this industry was 
created over 60 years with the introduction of fundamental 
building blocks that were introduced and revised over the 
decades. The implementation of the Green Deal brings 
with it a revision of almost all regulations that govern our 
industry, in addition to new laws, within a single decade. The 
unprecedented simultaneous overhaul of so much legislation 
will have a severe impact on the industry, in particular on 
Europe’s small and medium sized companies that operate the 
majority of Europe’s manufacturing facilities.

Prior to 2020 (over 60 years)

1960s Dangerous Substances Directive

1970s
Directives on detergents & on 
biodegradability of surfactants 

1980 Dangerous Preparations Directive 

1990 Biocidal Products Directive

2000s REACH, CLP, Detergents Regulation

2010 Biocidal Products Regulation

2020–2030 (in 10 years)

Detergents Regulation 

CLP 

REACH 

Biocides 

Packaging & Packaging Waste 

Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Ecodesign for Sustainable Products / 
(revision, but new for our sector)

Unfair Commercial Practices 

Ecolabel criteria 

Green claims 

Climate neutrality 

Deforestation 

Due diligence 

Taxonomy for sustainable activities 

Restrictions: microplastics, PFAS …  

 revision  new
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This decade is seeing the implementation of a 
new legislative environment for our industry

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Ordinary legislative procedure (OLP) concluded

OLP ongoing

Secondary legislation

OLP to start

Registration, 
Evaluation, 
Authorisation 
& Restriction of 
Chemicals Regulation 
(REACH)

Biocidal 
Products 
Regulation 
(BPR)

Ecodesign for 
Sustainable 
Products 
Regulation 
(ESPR)

Packaging 
& Packaging 
Waste 
Regulation 
(PPWR)

Urban 
Waste Water 
Treatment 
Directive 
(UWWTD)

Classification, 
Labelling & 
Packaging 
Regulation 
(CLP)

Detergents 
Regulation

Green 
Claims 
Directive 
(GCD)

Key legislation for A.I.S.E.
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Revision of the Detergents Regulation is A.I.S.E.’s single highest priority

A.I.S.E. is the custodian industry for the implementation of the Detergents Regulation, which 
regulates our core business. Such a fundamental revision takes place once in a generation and 
sets the scene for the coming decades. We are therefore actively engaged in supporting and 
contributing to every aspect of this process.

Maintaining 
high levels of protection

The current regulation already 
provides a high level of 
protection for human health 
and the environment, and we 
have engaged with members 
of the European Parliament 
as well as other policy makers 
to show how this is the case. 
The revision also needs to be 
implementable in practice and 
foster industry innovation.

Recognising the 
impact on SMEs

A.I.S.E. and its members have initiated 
several visits for national attachés from the 
Member States including representatives 
of the Belgian Presidency of the Council to 
share first-hand the impact on businesses, 
in particular SMEs. Once the trilogue 
negotiations begin between the three 
institutions in autumn 2024, A.I.S.E. will 
be present to safeguard these priorities 
to ensure a stronger internal market, 
sustainability and innovation for the industry.

Supporting 
simpler 
labelling

A.I.S.E. supported the 
Commission’s proposal 
in early 2023 to 
simplify labelling and 
remove redundancies 
and overlap with other 
chemicals legislation 
(REACH) as well as CLP.

How A.I.S.E. is contributing to the revision
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https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/a_i_s_e__welcomes_the_european_parliament_x27_s_vote_on_the_detergents_regulation___a_i_s_e__press_release_27_feb_2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/a_i_s_e__welcomes_the_european_parliament_x27_s_vote_on_the_detergents_regulation___a_i_s_e__press_release_27_feb_2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/a_i_s_e__welcomes_the_european_parliament_x27_s_vote_on_the_detergents_regulation___a_i_s_e__press_release_27_feb_2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024-05-21-AISE_DETIC_Realco-press-release.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024-05-21-AISE_DETIC_Realco-press-release.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/AISE%20Key%20priorities%20on%20Detergent%20Regulation%20Revision.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/AISE%20Key%20priorities%20on%20Detergent%20Regulation%20Revision.pdf
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A.I.S.E. engagement throughout the Detergents Regulation revision

LEGISLATIVE TIMELINE

2023 2024 2025

Adoption & 
entry into force

Ordinary legislative procedure TriloguesPublication

INDUSTRY POLITICAL OUTREACH

EU INSTITUTIONS

Mar Apr

20
23

20
24May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

March

Industry 
hosts 
DG ENV

April

Industry hosts 
DG GROW

April

A.I.S.E. 
position

June

Commission 
present 
proposal 
to A.I.S.E.

December

MEP Ripa 
speaks at 
A.I.S.E. event

January

A.I.S.E. 
breakfast 
meeting hosted 
by MEP Ripa

February

A.I.S.E. position

March

A.I.S.E. meet 
with Belgian 

Presidency

May

A.I.S.E. micro-organisms 
webinar for Member States

May

A.I.S.E./Detic 
host Member 

States at 
Belgian SME

June

A.I.S.E. 
position

28 April

EU Commission 
proposal

June

Belgian 
Presidency 
finalises Council’s 
General Approach

4 September

Commission 
presentation 
to EP ENVI 24 January

EP IMCO vote

14 February

EP ENVI vote

27 February

EP Plenary vote

6–9 June

European 
elections

European 
Commission

European 
Council

European 
Parliament

A.I.S.E.

Key
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7 December

A.I.S.E. position 

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-feb-2024-1.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-feb-2024-1.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/revision-of-the-detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/revision-of-the-detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/revision-of-the-detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/a_i_s_e__welcomes_the_european_parliament_x27_s_vote_on_the_detergents_regulation___a_i_s_e__press_release_27_feb_2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Council-adopts-General-Approach-on-the-Detergents-Regulation-A.I.S.E.-press-release-17-June-2024-1.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Council-adopts-General-Approach-on-the-Detergents-Regulation-A.I.S.E.-press-release-17-June-2024-1.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/revision-of-the-detergents-regulation-aise-press-release-2023.pdf
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Phosphorus

Our industry is not a major 
contributor of phosphorous 
releases into the environment, 
and replacing the unique 
properties of phosphorus 
could have an adverse 
impact on the environmental 
sustainability of products.

Digital product passport

The provisions for this new 
concept must be coherent 
between the Detergents 
and Ecodesign Regulation, 
and implementation 
must be practical for all 
European SMEs.

Biodegradability

Adaptation of current test 
methods or creation of new 
test methods is needed before 
applying biodegradability 
criteria to larger molecules, 
such as those in soluble films 
in detergent capsules.

Microorganisms

The use of microorganisms in 
detergents corresponds to an 
innovative technology. The 
provisions to be included in 
the Detergents Regulation 
concerning microbial cleaners 
should provide clarity on how 
these products are regulated 
while supporting innovation.

A.I.S.E. 
position 
on the 
Detergents 
Regulation 
revision

Revision of the Detergents Regulation 
is A.I.S.E.’s single highest priority

There are four aspects of the Detergents Regulation revision that are of particular concern to A.I.S.E.

A digital product passport (DPP) is a new concept being introduced in the Detergents Regulation, which aims to 
enhance the transparency, traceability, and sustainability in the production and consumption of detergent products.

The concept is being introduced under two regulations – A.I.S.E. calls for the transition period for implementing 
the DPP to start after the secondary legislation for both the Detergents and the Ecodesign (ESPR) Regulations is 
adopted, to ensure coherence and a single system that is not overly complex or burdensome for small and medium 
businesses across European to implement.

Read more about the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation
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Brussels - A.I.S.E., the European Association for the Detergents and Maintenance Products 
Industry, welcomes Council’s General Approach on the revision of the Detergents Regulation.   

The Council will shortly begin the trilogues with the European Parliament and the European 
Commission. 

We would like to congratulate the Belgian Presidency of the Council for the progress made in ensuring 
that the Detergents Regulation will continue to safeguard the environment whilst supporting a stronger 
internal market, sustainability and innovation.  

A.I.S.E. is pleased to see that in its position, the Council includes several elements welcomed by the 
industry: 

• Maintaining the current phosphorus limitations, as initially proposed by the European 
Commission based on its impact assessment. 

• A proposal to develop a future risk assessment methodology for microorganisms used in 
detergent products. 

• Linking the Digital Product Passport (DPP) to detergent models rather than to batches of 
production, simplifying practical implementation.  

• Reducing unnecessary administrative burden by removing mandatory CE marking.  

While the Council’s General Approach includes some improvements to the Commission proposal, 
A.I.S.E. reminds policymakers that the industry needs an appropriate transition period to comply with 
the new legislative requirements. The implementation of the digital product passport requires new 
financial and human resources, and it is important that no company, either large or SME, is left behind 
in this process.  

“The Council’s General Approach is a significant step in defining the revision of the Detergents 
Regulation, and the Member States recognise that solutions facilitating the practical implementation 
of the digital product passport need to be found, to reduce the potential administrative burden for our 
sector.  However, challenges remain, as the industry will need a realistic transition period to implement 
the digital product passport.  This transition period must be based on the technical provisions being 
introduced through the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation.  A.I.S.E. emphasises the need 
for coherence and interoperability with other regulations, as well as a pragmatic approach to DPP 
implementation. This is essential to ensure that all companies, be they larger ones or SMEs, will have 
sufficient time to adjust to the new legislative requirements” 
 
— Alexis Van Maercke, Director General, A.I.S.E. 

A.I.S.E. is looking forward to continuing the cooperation with the European Parliament, the 
Commission and the Council for the trilogues. The industry remains committed to ensuring that our 
path forward is both innovative and sustainable. 

 

COUNCIL GENERAL APPROACH ON THE 
DETERGENTS REGULATION: A POSITIVE 
STEP FORWARD  
A.I.S.E. press release    14 June 2024 

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Council-adopts-General-Approach-on-the-Detergents-Regulation-A.I.S.E.-press-release-17-June-2024-1.pdf
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EU legislators get a first-hand understanding of the 
business impact of the Detergents Regulation

A.I.S.E. and Detic host the Belgian Presidency of 
the Council and other Member State attachés 
on 17 May 2024 at REALCO, a Belgian SME 
in Wallonia. The legislators get a firsthand 
view during a plant visit and through direct 
conversation with the REALCO team, of the 
real impact of the revision of the Detergents 
Regulation on an SME.

See A.I.S.E. press release

It’s crucial that we cultivate an 
environment free from additional 
administrative burdens to allow creativity 
and efficiency to thrive and ensure 
that innovation is not blocked by over-
regulation. Consumer preferences are 
increasingly leaning towards products 
with reduced environmental impacts, and 
Europe’s SMEs have the flexibility to meet 
these demands and drive the industry 
towards sustainability.

George Blackman, CEO Realco

17 MAY
2024
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A.I.S.E. is invited to the European Parliament 
during the Detergents Regulation revision

In January 2024, MEP Manuela Ripa, Rapporteur for the 
Detergents Regulation, hosted a breakfast at the European 
Parliament. A.I.S.E. was invited to exchange views and share our 
expertise on the ongoing revision of the Detergents Regulation. 

A.I.S.E. Director General Susanne Zänker tells the audience that:

Having represented this industry for nearly 19 
years, I am proud to say that we don’t just talk 
the talk, we walk the walk and have been doing 
so for more than 25 years. We introduced our 
first sustainability initiative in 1997, followed 
in 2005 by the A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable 
Cleaning, a comprehensive sustainability 
assurance scheme covering the whole lifecycle 
that delivers real results, for example, reducing 
CO2 emissions by 42% between 2006 and 2024.

L to R: Jan Robinson and Susanne Zänker of A.I.S.E. with MEP 
Manuela Ripa, Rapporteur for the Detergents Regulation

25 JAN
2024

The European Parliament plenary session adopts its position on the 
Detergents Regulation - their vote is a significant step forward in 
defining the revision of this key legislation for our sector. 

27 FEB
2024
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A.I.S.E. engages with stakeholders on core 
aspects of the Detergents Regulation

A.I.S.E. hosts a webinar for its members at the outset of the revision of 
the Detergents Regulation in June 2023. Hans Ingels and Ioanna Vasilaki 
from the European Commission’s DG GROW present the scope of the 
Commission’s proposal to the network, on a panel moderated by A.I.S.E. 
Director General Susanne Zänker. 

A.I.S.E. together with EuropaBio and AMAEE run a 
webinar for stakeholders on 7 May 2024 on micro-
organisms in detergent products, a key innovation 
of this industry. This event is moderated by A.I.S.E. 
Director General Alexis Van Maercke. It takes place 
at a decisive moment in Detergents 
Regulation revision and is attended 
by national authority representatives 
from 16 Member States, the European 
Commission, industry and value chain 
partners. Discussions from both SME and 
multinational perspectives cover microbial 
cleaners, safety assessment of micro-
organisms and the need to protect future 
innovation for the category.

9 JUN
2023

7 MAY
2024
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The A.I.S.E. network opens its doors to engage directly 
with EU decision-makers on business challenges

MEP Manuela Ripa, Rapporteur 
for the Detergents Regulation 
revision, visits Ha-Ra GmbH, a 
German manufacturing plant with 
the IKW in October 2023, The visit 
was an opportunity to get hands-on insight into 
challenges of medium-sized enterprises.

5 OCT
2023

In October 2023, A.I.S.E. hosts DG 
GROW at a visit to Spechim, an 
innovative Belgian SME showcasing 
solutions that contribute to a 
more sustainable future through 
technology and sustainable practices and a vision 
for a greener and cleaner planet.

4 OCT
2023

A.I.S.E. hosts the European 
Commission’s DG ENVI of the 
European Commission at the 
P&G Brussels Innovation Centre 
in March 2023, providing insights 
into how the industry uses consumer feedback 
when considering performance, sustainability and 
efficiency of laundry solutions.  

24 MAR
2023
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Industry needs predictable & harmonised 
legislation to bring biocides to market

In 2023 the Commission officially communicated 
its intention to conduct an evaluation of the 
Biocidal Products Regulation (BPR). Biocidal 
products manufactured by A.I.S.E.’s members 
include a vast range of disinfectants for 
household and institutional use as well as insect 
control products, all of which are regulated 
under BPR. However, there are many issues for 
companies to implement the current regulation, 
more than 10 years after its entry into force. The 
future review is an opportunity for simplification 
and harmonisation of approval procedures and a 
priority for our sector.

Together with Biocides for Europe, A.I.S.E. has 
analysed in detail the issues with implementing 
the current regulation and set out practical 
recommendations for improvement in a joint 
report and series of factsheets. Obstacles for 
bringing essential products to the market include 
unpredictability due to a lack of harmonisation 
across Member States, moving goalposts, delays, 
complex procedures as well as difficulty finding 
evaluating competent authorities.

A.I.S.E.’s recent work to support the industry 
understand and comply with BPR includes 
two training sessions on biocidal product 
families, detailed comments on the current 
revision of one of the implementing laws, the 
Same Biocidal Products Regulation, as well as 
ongoing contributions via the Biocidal Competent Authorities meetings.

Why biocides are important for public health

Analysis of the BPR and its implementation
An industry reflection

Fact sheet series: Introduction

Opportunities brought by the BPR

• The Biocidal Products Regulation1 (BPR) seeks to 
protect people and the environment. This was 
seen positively by industry, as it would increase 
consumer confidence in Biocidal Products (BPs)

“The purpose of this Regulation is to improve the functioning of the internal market through the 
harmonisation of the rules on the making available on the market and the use of biocidal products, whilst 

ensuring a high level of protection of both human and animal health and the environment. ”

Article 1 of the BPR

• The new processes introduced by the BPR 
were expected to streamline and harmonise 
the authorisation of BP and offer new market 
opportunities

A.I.S.E./Biocides for Europe BPR Assessment project

• More than 8 years after the entry into force of the 
BPR, implementation remains a challenge for industry

• A.I.S.E. and Biocides for Europe (Cefic) initiated a 
thorough assessment of the BPR and its 
implementation, to identify possible opportunities for 
improvement

• As part of the project, a survey was conducted amongst the biocides industry actors (entire 
supply chain) in order to collect experience from companies

• A.I.S.E. and Biocides for Europe would like to thank all these companies for their participation.
The completion of this project could not have been possible without their shared experiences

A.I.S.E. aisbl
Boulevard du Souverain 165 • 1160 Brussels • Belgium 
+32 2 679 62 60 • aise.main@aise.eu 
www.aise.eu
EU Transparency Register n◦6168551998-60

Biocides for Europe – Sector group of Cefic
Rue Belliard 40 b15 • 1040 Brussels • Belgium

+32.2.436.93.00 • biocides@cefic.be
www.biocidesforeurope.org • www.cefic.org
EU Transparency Register n◦64879142323-90
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Analysis of the Biocidal 
Products Regulation and its 
Implementation  

March 2022 

Report 
 

  
 

Report commissioned by A.I.S.E. and Biocides for Europe 
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A.I.S.E. & DG SANTE 
meet to discuss 
the BPR REFIT*

Member State 
Competent Authorities’ 
(MSCA) report on BPR 
implementation expected

Stakeholder 
consultation to 
start -Leading role 
for A.I.S.E. as a 
key stakeholder

Commission report 
expected to launch 
revision of BPR

Commission 
proposal for 
revised BPR 
expected

A.I.S.E. & Biocides for 
Europe publish thorough 

assessment of current 
implementation issues

REFIT* evaluation 
of BPR announced 
by EU Commission

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Timeline for evaluation of BPR

© A.I.S.E. 2024

*REFIT (Regulatory fitness) is part of the European 
Commission’s Better Regulation agenda aiming to make 

EU laws simpler, more targeted and easier to comply with.

https://aise.eu/priorities/product-stewardship/biocides/
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A.I.S.E. anticipates the new chemicals 
industry package for REACH 

Despite the delay in the launch of the revision of REACH, A.I.S.E. continues to lay the 
groundwork for our sector, working as part of the Downstream Users of Chemicals 
Coordination Group (DUCC) to promote its priorities. These include substitution 
planning and assessment of alternatives, the concept of essential uses, limiting 
the extension of the Generic Risk Management Approach (GRA) and the Mixture 
Allocation Factor (MAF).

New chemicals 
industry 
package to 
simplify REACH 
expected

May

European Commission initiates 
impact assessment for a revision 
of REACH “to help achieve a 
toxic-free environment” A.I.S.E. 
participates in >10 relevant 
workstreams over 3 years

Mar, Apr, Nov

2023 DUCC hosts 
online workshops and 
information sessions 
on its priorities for 
the REACH revision

25 Sep

EU Ombudsman 
publishes 
recommendation 
to Commission to 
publish full impact 
assessment for the 
revision of REACH

Sep

2023 DUCC informs 
DG Employment’s 
WP on chemicals 

about its online 
training tool

Oct

2023 European 
Commission indicates 
revision of REACH 
to be initiated under 
mandate of new 
EU Parliament

20 Mar

2024 DUCC 
presents its online 

training tool to 
DG Employment’s 
WP on chemicals

15 Mar

2024 EU Ombudsman closes its 
inquiry into the REACH impact 
assessment with a conclusion 

of maladministration 
by the Commission

1 Mar & 1 Oct

2024 A.I.S.E. and 
DUCC contribute 
to Commission 
workshops on 
substitution planning

22 April

2024 European 
Commission publishes 
its communication 
on the essential use 
concept for chemicals

2021 2022 2023 2024 2026

REVISION

REACH

https://aise.eu/priorities/product-stewardship/chemicals-management/reach/
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REACH implementation is a 
priority for all downstream users

Our sector believes that professional workers should be out of scope of 
the GRA. To support this, DUCC is currently developing an online training 
platform for professional users on the safe handling and use of chemical 
products. This tool will be available by early 2025 in all European languages, 
with general and sector-specific modules, and has been presented to the 
European Commission. A.I.S.E. is collaborating with the association of 
professional cleaners to ensure relevance of the new training material.

Training for professional users

On 29 November 2023, A.I.S.E. participated in a DUCC information session 
on the challenges in REACH implementation with participants from the 
European Commission, Member States, industry and other stakeholders. 
Topics discussed included substitution, polymers registration, MAF and GRA. 
DUCC calls on the EU Commission to engage with downstream users to 
address together the assessment of alternatives and substitution as well as 
supply chain communication.

www.ducc.eu

REVISION

REACH

https://aise.eu/priorities/science-research/detergent-industry-network-for-clp-classification/
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Testing the biodegradability of polymers

A.I.S.E. contributes to the advancement of biodegradability science for key 
ingredients used in the detergents industry. The A.I.S.E. Polymer Biodegradation 
Taskforce published the first phase of its work in Science of the Total Environment 
(Volume 01, 25 November 2023). This work was showcased at the 34th annual 
meeting organised by Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) 
in Seville in May 2024.

A multi-laboratory evaluation of polymer biodegradation assessments, using standard 
and modified respirometry methods based on the OECD 301 Test Guideline on Ready 
Biodegradation, produced highly reproducible results and confirmed the viability of 
OECD 301 as a screening method for the subset of polymers tested.

Further research is needed to represent the large chemical domain of polymers, 
and to identify slowly degrading polymeric reference materials to provide a better 
assessment of inoculum performance over longer test durations. Work continues 
to develop modifications / refinements to tests and promote these for official 
recognition, and to build a body of data that can be provided to inform regulators 
drafting guidelines for polymer persistence assessments.

Science of the Total Environment 901 (2023) 166339

Available online 18 August 2023
0048-9697/© 2023 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc-nd/4.0/).

Multi-laboratory evaluation of the reproducibility of polymer 
biodegradation assessments applying standardized and modified 
respirometry methods 

Kathleen McDonough a,*, Glauco Battagliarin b, Jennifer Menzies a, Jared Bozich c, 
Marlies Bergheim d, Bjorn Hidding b, Christian Kastner d, Bahar Koyuncu e, Georg Kreutzer f, 
Hans Leijs c, Yash Parulekar g, Meera Raghuram h, Nathalie Vallotton i 

a Procter and Gamble Company, 8700 S. Mason Montgomery Rd., Mason, OH 45040, USA 
b BASF SE, Carl-Bosch-Strasse 38, 67056 Ludwigshafen am Rhein, Germany 
c IFF, 650 State Highway 36, Hazlet, NJ 07730, USA 
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h Lubrizol Advanced Materials Inc., 9911 Brecksville Rd, Cleveland, OH 44141, USA 
i Dow Europe GmbH, Bachtobelstr. 4, Horgen 8810, Switzerland   

H I G H L I G H T S  G R A P H I C A L  A B S T R A C T  

• Eleven OECD 301 polymer mineraliza-
tion studies produced highly reproduc-
ible results. 

• Test extension yielded higher extent of 
mineralization for all polymers. 

• Final mineralization was comparable 
between activated sludge and river 
water inoculum. 

• Microcrystalline cellulose is a viable 
reference material for rapidly bio-
degrading polymers.  

A R T I C L E  I N F O   

Editor: Jose Julio Ortega-Calvo  

Keywords: 
OECD 301 
ISO 14852 
River water 

A B S T R A C T   

This research evaluated the intra- and interlaboratory variability when applying OECD 301F and OECD 301B 
Ready Biodegradation respirometric test methods to quantify polymer biodegradation as well as the impact of 
method modifications including test duration, inoculum level and test substance concentration on results. This 
assessment synthesizes results of mineralization studies on 5 polymers of varying structural components, mo-
lecular weight, charge, and solubility, evaluated at 8 different laboratories in 4 different countries, providing 
significant geographic variation in inoculum source as well as lab to lab variations in test setup. Across all 
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Biodegradability of Water-Soluble and Water-
Dispersible Polymers in Respirometric 
Laboratory Methods
G. Battagliarin (BASF), K. Mcdonough (P&G), M. Bergheim (Henkel),  J. Bozich (IFF), K. Endersby (Unilever), D. Gore (Unilever), B. Hidding (BASF), C. Kastner 
(Henkel), J. Robinson (A.I.S.E.), G. Kreutzer (Givaudan), H. Leijs (IFF), J. Menzies (P&G), M. Raghuram (Lubrizol), N. Vallotton (Dow) 

Water-soluble and water-dispersible polymers can be found in a large range of applications in our everyday life, from cosmetics to detergents, from paints to agricultural formulations. For polymeric materials 
regulations world-wide are rapidly developing with greater focus on the assessment of the degradability of polymers in application leading to environmental exposure. This has put an increasing emphasis on 
the need to identify, and critically evaluate testing guidelines for assessing biodegradability of for polymeric materials. Multiple biodegradation testing methods are available. While developed for discrete 
substances, these may in principal be used to assess biodegradability of soluble and poorly soluble polymeric materials. These methods range from screening tests such as the OECD test guidelines (e.g., 
301/310) for biodegradation, or media-specific methods such as ISO (e.g., 14852) and ASTM test guidelines (e.g., 5988). These methods have some commonalities such as reliance on non-specific analyses 
(i.e., O2 consumption, DOC and CO2) and offer some level of flexibility regarding inoculum type and concentration and test substance dose level. Unfortunately, systematic investigations about their 
applicability to different types of polymers are lacking and limited publicly data are currently available. In view of the extremely dynamic regulatory atmosphere, these knowledge gaps need to be urgently filled.
In this study we present a series of experiments performed in different laboratories across the globe  according to OECD, ISO and ASTM methods to study biodegradability of representative water-soluble and 
water-dispersible polymers. A set of synthetic polymers and modified polysaccharides have been used as case studies. Standard methods and modifications thereof to improve method deficiencies, ranging 
from polymer, inoculum ratio, microbial concentration and effect of temperature   will be presented. 

Acc. Chem. Res. 2022, 55, 16, 2163-2167

Goals
• Assess methodology for (bio)degradation of soluble and poorly soluble polymers 
• Work on test modifications and refinements and promote these tests for official recognition
• Provide data to inform regulators drafting guidelines for polymer persistence assessments

Test Material Full name Category avg. Mw 
(g/mol)

Other characteristics 
(branching, DS, …)

Charge/reactive 
groups Key Characteristics  

MCC Microcrystalline cellulose Positive control - - - Non soluble polymer
control, ISO test linkage 

PEG 35000 Polyethylene glycol Case study 35,000 Neutral Mw

PVOH 18-88 Polyvinyl alcohol Case study 130,000 DH = 88 Neutral Mw, degree hydrolysis 
(DH)

CMC 0.6 Carboxymethyl cellulose Case study 200,000 DS = 0.6 Anionic Mw, degree of 
substitution (DS)

MGG
2,3-epoxypropyl-

trimethylammonium 
modified guar gum 

Case study 1,000,000-
2,000,000

Homogenous charge 
density Cationic Mw, Charge density

Abbreviation Location Test Method Inoculum Test substance 
concentration

Inoculum 
concentration

F-1G CH OECD 301 F Sludge 100 mg/L 30 mg/L SS
F-1M CH OECD 301 F Sludge 50 mg/L 30 mg/L SS
F-2G DE (1) OECD 301 F Sludge 100 mg/L 30 mg/L SS
F-2M DE (1) OECD 301 F Sludge 100 mg/L 120 mg/L SS
F-3G US (1) OECD 301 F Sludge 50 mg/L ThOD 30 mg/L SS
F-3M US (1) OECD 301 F Sludge 50 mg/L ThOD 60 mg/L SS
F-4G NL (1) OECD 301 F Sludge 45-66 mg/L 30 mg/L SS
F-5M NL (2) OECD 301 F Sludge 30-60 mg/L 35 mg/L SS
B-6M US (2) OECD 301 B Sludge 40 mg C/L 60 mg/L SS
B-7M DE (2) ISO 14852 Sludge 130-300 mg C/L 120 mg/L SS
B-8G US (3) OECD 301 B Sludge 12 mg C/L 17 mg/L SS

RW-8 US (3) CO2 Respirometry River water 25-50 mg/L 865 mL river water

A.I.S.E. polymer biodegradation TF

Polymer biodegradation processes & test methods

Engagement rules
• Each member of the working group must contribute by engaging in laboratory testing
• Testing can be performed in house or at contractor labs or even by academic cooperation partners

Conclusions and next steps

MCC PEG 35000 PVOH 18-88

CMC 0.6 MGG River water vs. activated sludge

Case studies – phase 1

• High level of reproducibility across OECD 301 F & B, confirming reliability of the test method
• Modified studies did not show significant impact on extent of mineralization, making these tests a viable alternative to assess biodegradability of polymeric materials
• Similar extent of mineralization in studies with activated sludge and river water confirming environmental relevance of OECD 301 results 
• Testing time extension required to reach full extent of mineralization. Modifications should be further explored when investigating polymeric materials 
• Microcrystalline cellulose fulfils the criteria to be reference substance for biodegradation studies. Additional positive and negative controls to be identified
• Experiments ongoing to expand the data generated so far to other polymeric materials and guidelines and to explore new and modified test methods

If you are 
interested in 

collaborating 
with us, let us 

know

McDonough, Kathleen, et al. "Multi-laboratory evaluation of the reproducibility of polymer biodegradation assessments 
applying standardized and modified respirometry methods." Science of The Total Environment 901 (2023): 166339.

Table 1: Polymers used as case studies for testing in phase 1 of polymer biodegradation taskforce Table 2: Overview of experiments performed using activated sludge and river water as inoculum 

Click the thumbnails 
to read more

BIODEGRADATION DATA (MCDONOUGH ET AL. 20231) FOR SOLUBLE POLYMERS

RESULT 2: MEAN DEGREE OF BIODEGRADATION

Prolonged test duration for testing the biodegradability of polymers in 
OECD 301 improves reproducibility of test results

THE BIODEGRADABILITY OF POLYMERS – TESTING IS A CHALLENGE 

REFERENCES

CONCLUSIONS AND OUTLOOK

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

RESULT 1: VARIABILITY OF BIODEGRADATION RESULTS

1) McDonough et al. 2023: Multi-laboratory evaluation of the reproducibility of polymer biodegradation assessments applying standardized and modified respirometry methods. Sci Total Env 901.
2) ECETOC 2020. Technical Report No. 133-2: Applicability of Analytical Tools, Test Methods and Models for Polymer Risk Assessment.
3) Kowalczyk et al. 2015: Refinement of biodegradation tests methodologies and the proposed utility of new microbial ecology techniques. Ecotoxicol Environ Saf 111.

• For the tested polymers, the mean degree of biodegradation increased with increasing test duration, thus illustrates that the assessment of ultimate degradation requires longer study durations.

• The variability of the test results (variance) was significantly lower when comparing the test data after ~60 days with respective data after 28 days.

• The accurate evaluation and reproducibility of the test results is therefore improved by extending the test duration.

• The criteria (e.g. timeframe for degradation) of current screening tests may need to be changed to conclude on polymer biodegradability due to their differences compared with low-MW 
substances. The fragmentation via biotic and/or abiotic processes is the first essential step for large complex polymers prior to degradation. Thus, extending the test duration for polymers can 
be of help to reach the plateau phase of mineralization.

• How can screening tests be adapted to enhance their suitability for polymeric substances?
• How does a prolonged test duration of OECD 301 influence the test outcome for polymers?

Prolonged test duration significantly increases the degree of biodegradation.Prolonged test duration increases the reproducibility of biodegradation results.

Why is the information of biodegradability needed for polymers?
• Persistence (P): Element of new EU CLP hazard classes PMT/vPvM & PBT/vPvB: biodegradability assessments are of greatest importance for persistency (P) assessments.
• When polymers are included in the scope of REACH (REACH for polymers), the determination of degradability will be key.
• Use in broad number of applications including products with wide-dispersive use emissions.

Why do not use the current OECD screening tests?
• Screening tests acc. OECD are standardized procedures and widely accepted3. They are proven to be successful for low molecular weight and easy-to-test molecules2. Nevertheless, 

polymeric substances were not considered in the validation of the test guidelines.

Why is it so difficult to determine the biodegradability of polymers?
• Polymers are often multi-constituent substances with varying chemistry and environmental behavior (e.g. adsorption and/or low water solubility). This can result in limited bioavailability

in screening tests2.
• Polymers often consist of large molecules (typically > 1000 Da)1, making them inaccessible to internal enzymes of bacteria without prior fragmentation2.

• The average biodegradation levels were 4 – 15% higher at test end (~60 days) than 
after 28 days.

• The extension of the test duration allows for a more precise assessment of final 
mineralization.

• Decreased variability of biodegradation results due to extended test duration could 
be observed.

• The variance of results was significantly lower when prolonging the test 
to ~60 days. 

• The mean quartile distance was almost halved (12.2% vs. 6.2%) by extension of test 
duration from 28 to ~60 days.

• 5 polymeric substances with different structural components, molecular weight, water solubility, substitution type and charge were tested.
• 11 OECD 301 studies (8 OECD 301 F & 3 OECD 301 B) were conducted at 8 different laboratories in 4 different countries by members of the A.I.S.E task force for polymeric biodegradation.
• 6 studies followed the test guidelines while 5 studies had modified test conditions (altered test substance concentration or inoculum levels).
• 9 studies had an extended test duration (~60 days).

• The cumulated results of all OECD 301 test results performed by the task force are displayed as box plots. The grey boxes on the left represent the results after 28 days, respectively. 
Colored boxes show results at the end of the test (60.1 ± 6.6 days). The boxes are delimited by the 25% quartiles, with the median in between. The calculated mean values are represented as
crosses. The vertical lines represent the highest and lowest individual test results and outliers are shown as dots. The asterisks indicate significance (Student's t-test): * p <0.05, ** p <0.01,
and *** p <0.001.

• Test materials:
Microcrystalline cellulose / Carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC), MW= 200,000, DS=0.6 / Polyethylene glycol (PEG), MW=35,000 / Polyvinyl alcohol (PVOH), MW=130,000, DH=0.88 / Cationically Modified Guar, MW=1,500,000

***

*

**

Marlies Bergheima, Christian Kastnera, Julia Wilmersa, Kathleen McDonoughb, Glauco Battagliarinc, 
Jennifer Menziesb, Jared Bozichd, Bjorn Hiddingc, Bahar Koyuncue, Georg Kreutzerf, Hans Leijsd, Yash 
Parulekarg, Meera Raghuramh, Nathalie Vallotoni, Jan Robinsone, Johannes Tollsa

aHenkel AG & Co. KGaA, Düsseldorf, Germany
bProcter and Gamble Company, Mason, USA
cBASF, Ludwigshafen, Germany

dIFF, Hazlet, USA
eAISE, Brussels, Belgium
fGivaudan, Vernier, Switzerland

gMonoSol, a Kuraray company, Merrillville, USA
hLubrizol Advanced Materials, Cleveland, USA 
iDOW Europe GmbH, Horgen, Switzerland

https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023_evaluation_of_the_reproducibility_of_polymer_biodegradation_assessments-1.pdf
https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Biodegradability-of-Polymers_G.-BattagliarinSETAC-2024-poster-.pdf
https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Prolonged-test-duration-for-biodegraBergheim-SETAC-2024-poster.pdf


A year in review – A.I.S.E.’s activities in 2023–2024 © A.I.S.E. 2024

A.I.S.E. remains engaged to support implementation of 
revised Classification, Labelling & Packaging Regulation

LEGISLATIVE TIMELINE

2023 2024 2025

Trilogues
Adoption & 

entry into force

5 Sep

Joint 
industry 
letter

23 Oct

Council’s Technical 
Harmonisation 
Working Party (WP) 
exchange of views on 
Parliament’s position

1 Nov

Deadline for Member 
States to send input

17 Nov

Technical 
Harmonisation WP

29 Nov

Technical 
Harmonisation WP

5 Dec

Final trilogue 
meeting, political 
agreement reached

19 Dec

Provisional 
agreement text 
published

11 Jan 2024

Adoption in 
Parliament 
ENVI committee

23 Apr

Parliament resolution 
adopting provisional 
agreement text

Adoption of final text 
expected end 2024 
following corrigendum 
procedure & legal/
linguistic revision

Publication in Official 
Journal (OJ) expected 
by end 2024

ECHA to begin update 
of six related CLP 
guidance documents

Entry into force 20 
days after publication

7, 10, 14, 21, 

22, 23, 27 Nov

Technical trilogue 
meetings

Labelling 
rules and 
formatting

Key provisions for Refill 
stations & 
requirements

Update of 
labels (6 or 
18 months)

Digital label & 
requirements

Rules for fold-
out labels

Advertisement

After 
X+24 

months

Latest application 
dates after entry 
into force (X)

After 
X+18 

months

REVISION

CLP REGULATIO
N

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint-industry-call-for-urgent-dialogue-on-CLP-revision-5-Sept-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint-industry-call-for-urgent-dialogue-on-CLP-revision-5-Sept-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint-industry-call-for-urgent-dialogue-on-CLP-revision-5-Sept-2023.pdf
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A.I.S.E. continues its active 
engagement on the implementation 
of the new CLP Regulation

A.I.S.E. has been actively engaged in the revision of CLP and welcomes several 
aspects of the new regulation in particular: the agreement not to extend the 
requirements for Child Resistant Fastenings and Tactile Warnings of Danger to 
additional hazard classes/categories, most notably serious eye damage (Cat. 1) 
until a future Commission evaluation; explicit recognition of fold-out/booklet 
labels as solutions for multi-lingual labelling; and a prohibition on making 
misleading statements in advertising rather than a ban on green claims.

A.I.S.E. continues to work with the Commission and ECHA to find solutions 
to the implementation challenges that include new rules for label formatting, 
minimum font size and limitations on sales through refill stations.

A.I.S.E.’s concerns about the 
impact of CLP’s new requirements

New label sizes and font will have a major impact on design, 
production & application

• Increased size of /additional packaging to accommodate information/
larger font contravenes legal obligations in packaging legislation

• Increased stock-keeping units (SKUs) will impact supply chains & may 
deprive some consumers of safety information in own language

• 24 month transition period too short to adapt large product portfolios
• Significant costs estimated for Europe’s SMEs not addressed in 

Commission impact assessment

CHILD RESISTANT FASTENINGS
Industry Guidance at a Glance
All chemical substances and mixtures placed on the European market need to be classified, labelled and packaged accord-
ing to the hazard posed to humans and the environment.  The rules set out in the Classification Labelling and Packaging 
(CLP) Regulation1  help to protect humans and the environment by ensuring that users of chemicals are informed about 
hazardous properties in a consistent and harmonised manner. 

Depending on the hazard of a chemical and where it is used, special requirements may be required to enhance protection 
for the user and vulnerable members of society.  Child Resistant Fastenings (CRF) are an example of a special packaging 
requirement that help to protect vulnerable people (i.e. young children) when particularly hazardous chemicals are made 
available to the general public.

CLP – TO WHOM DOES IT APPLY?

CLP relates to chemicals placed on the European market.  Depending on how a chemical is supplied, CRF obligations may 
apply.  If you or your company supply certain chemicals to the general public, you are responsible for ensuring that CRF 
requirements are fulfilled.  European authorities acknowledge that retailers, wholesalers, distributors typically do not 
package chemicals, however authorities expect that retailers, wholesalers and distributors to work with their suppliers to 
ensure proper packaging of the chemicals they sell to the general public.

1 Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008, see: https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/clp/legislation

WHAT TYPE OF CHEMICALS REQUIRE A CRF?
Under CLP, a chemical that is supplied to the general public must be packaged with a CRF (regardless of package 
capacity) if it is:

Classified for one or more of these hazards:
• Acute toxicity (category 1 – 3) 

• Toxic to specific organ(s) – Repeated/Single Exposure (STOT RE/SE category 1)

• Skin Corrosion 

• Aspiration hazard (excluding aerosols or packaging with a sealed spray attachment)

Or if a chemicals contains: 
• methanol (at concentrations ≥ 3 % (w/w))

• dichloromethane (at concentrations ≥ 1 % (w/w))

CFR - THE BASICS:

As well as requiring the use of a CRF, CLP also prescribes standards for CRFs, specifically:
• For reclosable packages: the CRF must comply with ISO standard 8317 (as amended)

• For non-reclosable packages: the CRF must comply with ISO standard 862 (as amended)

CLP also requires that a supply chain actor obliged to use a CRF must also obtain and retain evidence of conformity with 
the applicable standards.  This evidence can only be obtained from testing laboratories which confirm to Standard ISE/IEC 
17025 (as amended) and should be readily available in an appropriate European language. Conformity certificates may be 
subject to inspection by enforcement authorities.  Derogation from these requirements may be possible in specific cases.

TACTILE WARNING OF DANGER
Industry Guidance at a Glance

All chemical substances and mixtures supplied in Europe need to be classified, labelled and packaged according to the hazard 
they pose to humans and the environment.  The rules set out in the Classification Labelling and Packaging (CLP) Regulation1  
help to protect humans and the environment by ensuring that users of chemicals are informed about hazardous properties 
in a consistent and harmonised manner.  

Depending on the hazard of a chemical and where it is used, special requirements may be required to enhance protection 
for the user and vulnerable members of society.  Tactile Warning of Danger (TWD) are an example of a special packaging 
requirement that help to protect vulnerable people (i.e. the blind or partially sighted) when particularly hazardous chemicals 
are made available to the general public. 

CLP - TO WHOM DOES IT APPLY?

CLP relates to chemicals placed on the European market. Depending on how a chemical is supplied, TWD obligations may 
apply.  If you or your company supply certain chemicals to the general public, you are responsible for ensuring that TWD 
requirements are fulfilled.  European authorities acknowledge that retailers, wholesalers, distributors typically do not package 
chemicals, however authorities expect that retailers, wholesalers and distributors work with their suppliers to ensure proper 
packaging of the chemicals they sell to the general public.

TWD - THE BASICS

As well as requiring the use of a TWD, CLP also prescribes that the TWD conforms to ISO standard 11683.  It is recommended 
that a supply chain actor obliged to use a TWD also obtains and retains evidence of conformity with this standard.  This 
evidence should be readily available in an appropriate European language. Conformity certificates may be subject to inspection 
by enforcement authorities. 

1 Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008, see: https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/clp/legislation

WHAT TYPE OF CHEMICALS REQUIRE A TWD?

Under CLP, a chemical that is supplied to the general public must be packaged with a TWD (regardless of package capacity) if 
that chemical is classified for one or more of these hazards:

• Acute toxicity
• Skin Corrosion
• Toxic to specific organ(s) – Repeated/Single Exposure (STOT RE/SE)
• Respirator sensitisation
• Aspiration hazard (excluding aerosols or packaging with a sealed spray attachment)
• Germ cell mutagenicity (category 2)
• Carcinogenicity (category 2)
• Reproductive toxicity (category 2)
• Flammable gases (including chemically unstable gases)
• Flammable liquids (category 1 and 2)
• Flammable solids

Note: A TWD is not required on flammable or non-flammable aerosols which are not classified in the above hazards

REVISION

CLP REGULATIO
N

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aise.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FIndustry-guidance-at-a-glance-Child-resistant-fastenings.pdf&psig=AOvVaw0LkoZGrYTnOih9EyB3b7cM&ust=1724767603592000&source=images&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Industry-guidance-at-a-glance-Tactile-warning-of-danger.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj42dvi6ZKIAxVCUkEAHXIvByMQFnoECBQQAw&usg=AOvVaw3GhY6yC2QoOD-n-HM1dgYF
https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Industry-guidance-at-a-glance-Child-resistant-fastenings.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Industry-guidance-at-a-glance-Tactile-warning-of-danger.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj42dvi6ZKIAxVCUkEAHXIvByMQFnoECBQQAw&usg=AOvVaw3GhY6yC2QoOD-n-HM1dgYF
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If new 
formatting 

requirements 
are respected 

FOL cannot 
contain all text 
for multilingual 

labels and in 
some cases not 

even for one 
language

Fold-out 
labels 
(FOL)

Production 
lines must slow 
down to apply 

labels

More expensive 
(3–5x) than 

traditional flat 
labels

Increase weight 
and thickness 
of each unit, 

therefore higher 
emissions and 
shipping loads

Durability 
necessitates use 

of plastic

Strong adhesive 
required 
impacts 

recyclability

A.I.S.E.’s concerns about the impact of CLP’s new requirements

Fold-out labels (FOL) are welcome but also have high economic and environmental costs
REVISION

CLP REGULATIO
N



A year in review – A.I.S.E.’s activities in 2023–2024 © A.I.S.E. 2024

The reality of including required hazard information on all 
advertising from radio to social media for relevant products will lead 
to impractical challenges for companies.

Current timing for label updates introduces practical challenges 
for formulators, suppliers and manufacturers that make up the 
supply chain, as well as increased waste due to scrapping old labels, 
packaging and products.

Detergent products classified as Serious Eye Damage Cat. 1 such as 
hand dishwashing liquids will be banned from refill sales, which will 
impact the sector’s packaging waste ambitions

 
 

 

A.I.S.E. supports the objectives of  the CLP revision: ensuring a high level of protection of 
human health and the environment as well as the free movement of chemicals, while 
enhancing competitiveness and innovation. While some of the proposed amendments are in 
keeping with the objectives of CLP, A.I.S.E wishes to raise some concerns with certain 
provisions in the revision proposal :  

 

1) Label formatting rules and label design  

The CLP proposal imposes label formatting rules that will have a significant negative impact 
for the entire detergents and cleaning products industry, likely representing a huge logistical 
and financial challenge for the sector. The new formatting rules, in particular the increase in 
font size (to 8 points) could increase the size of current labels to almost double, requiring 
larger packs, in conflict with Green Deal objectives, and severely hamper the industry’s 
compaction efforts deployed over the last 20 years which achieved significant sustainability 
results. 

The ECHA Guidance on Labelling and Packaging already provides clear recommendations 
for formatting rules, covering all parameters that contribute together to the label readability. 
Rather than imposing a single colour for the label background, or a minimum font size, it 
would be more pertinent to ensure a sufficient contrast between the text and the 
background. This Guidance is being followed and used by industry, therefore, prescribing 
strict rules in the basic act is not necessary.  

 

2) Use of fold-out labels 

Fold-out labels have important benefits, not only for packages the shape, form or size of 
which do not support ordinary labels, but also to enable free movement of goods in the 
Single Market and to allow more users to receive safety information in their own language. 
Fold-out labels are crucial for SMEs, for the professional sector and for placing on the 
market in multiple Member States, in particular those with low population or linguistic 
variation.  A.I.S.E. therefore welcomes the Commission’s intention to give suppliers more 
flexibility by providing for a broader use of fold-out labels, but notes that the aforementioned 
font size and formatting requirements will make the use of fold-out labels both more 
necessary and more difficult. 

REVISION OF REGULATION (EC) 1272/2008  
A.I.S.E. Position Paper on Legislative Proposal 

Brussels, 28 March 2023 

 
 

 
 
 
05 September 2023 
 

SSuubbjjeecctt::  
Call for urgent dialogue and a rethink regarding CLP Revision – 3 key aspects that will 
have a major negative impact on industry and the environment. 
 
We, the signatories of 11 European associations representing producers, product formulators 
(downstream users), distributors and end users of chemicals, would like to express our strong concerns 
regarding the ongoing revision of the Regulation on Classification, Labelling and Packaging of 
substances and mixtures (CLP). While we acknowledge the importance of ensuring clear and concise 
information on product labels, we firmly believe that the impact of the changes proposed in the revised 
CLP regulation has been greatly underestimated in the Commission's impact assessment, especially 
with regard to minimum requirements for labelling.  
 
We want to bring your attention once again to the ban on environmental claims for any 
labelled mixtures classified as hazardous, the proposed requirement of a minimum font size 
of 1.4mm x-height for products under 3L (as well as applying different font sizes to different 
capacities), and the self-classification label update timelines of 6 months. 
 
1. First, the tabled amendment within the European Parliament to prohibit environmental 

claims on mixtures classified as hazardous or carrying supplemental labelling is very 
problematic1.  This goes far beyond the scope of CLP, which should remain solely focused on 
hazard identification of chemicals and the associated classification, labelling and packaging. 
Secondly, environmental claims are already being addressed within the ‘Circular Economy Action 
Plan’, particularly by the ‘Green Claims’ Directive. Environmental claims and packaging 
sustainability rules must be regulated via their specific legislation to ensure legal certainty 
and coherence. 
 
For these reasons, we would like to call for the European Parliament to consider these 
facts, remove the references to ‘environmental claims’ in the CLP revision and examine 
these issues within the relevant legislation. 
 

2. With regard to font size on labels, we encourage our members to follow ECHA’s guidance of 
1.2mm x-height2 as the minimum font size, as this has been proven to be easily readable and 
allows flexibility for smaller text on smaller packs, in particular those under 1L. This is also aligned 

 
1 COMPROMISE AMENDMENT 4 Draft report Maria Spyraki (PE745.493v01-00) p12.  
2 ECHA (2021) Guidance on labelling and packaging in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 

A.I.S.E.’s concerns about the impact of CLP’s new requirements

How can the required hazard information be 
communicated for all advertisements now in scope?

TV spots Billboards Print media

Social media Radio commercials Leaflets, circulars

Websites Streaming Podcasts

REVISION

CLP REGULATIO
N

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/clp-revision-aise-position-paper-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint-industry-call-for-urgent-dialogue-on-CLP-revision-5-Sept-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/priorities/product-stewardship/chemicals-management/clp/
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A.I.S.E.’s agenda underlines Europe’s 
climate neutrality and circularity ambition

Europe aims to be the first climate neutral continent and is striving for a more circular 
economy. Our sector is contributing to these goals through its work in specific areas, 
such as: the Green Claims Directive (GCD); the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products 
Regulation (ESPR); and the A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable Cleaning which is driving our 
sector towards more sustainable patterns of production and consumption.

Green Claims Directive
The Commission’s proposal for the 
substantiation and communication of 
explicit environmental claims is one of 
the EU’s measures to protect consumers 
from misleading environmental claims 
and enable them to make sustainable 
purchasing decisions. 

A.I.S.E. is working to ensure that 
products containing hazardous 
substances can still 
communicate their positive 
impacts and that a clear 
and feasible framework 
for substantiating and 
verifying claims is adopted.

Ecodesign for Sustainable 
Products (ESPR)
ESPR will drive consumer choice and green public 
procurement by enabling a harmonised set of 
requirements for the sustainability of products in scope 
placed on the EU market.

A.I.S.E. welcomes the objectives of ESPR that 
complement its own sustainability 
ambitions, e.g. implemented through 
our own Charter for Sustainable 
Cleaning over the past 20 years. In 
particular, the increased focus on the 
product with a Digital Product Passport 
(DPP) will include information on the 
lifecycle and sustainability of both the 
product and its packaging.

A.I.S.E. Charter for 
Sustainable Cleaning
A.I.S.E.’s flagship sustainability assurance 
scheme has shown continuous and 
tangible results since it was launched in 
2006 – Charter member are committed 
to ambitious targets for company and 
product standards throughout the entire 
lifecycle, with 
annual reporting.

EC
O

https://aise.eu/priorities/sustainability/
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LEGISLATIVE TIMELINE

2023 2024 2025

Adoption & 
entry into force

Ordinary legislative procedure TriloguesPublication

A.I.S.E.’s engagement in the Green Claims Directive 

17 June 2024

Belgian Presidency finalises 
Council’s General Approach

Oct 2024

Trilogues 
expected to begin

Oct 2023

Co-rapporteur 
IMCO/ENVI 
report

14 Feb 2024

Adoption in IMCO/
ENVI Committees

24 Jan 2024

Joint industry 
position

22 Feb 2024

Joint industry 
position

3 Apr 2024

Joint industry 
position

3 June 2024

Joint industry 
position

11 Mar 2024

EP plenary vote

22 Mar 2023

COM proposal

29 Nov 2023

Joint industry 
position

A.I.S.E. calls on policy makers to:

1. Not set any prohibition of environmental claims for products 
containing hazardous substances

2. Develop a clear and feasible framework for substantiating and 
verifying claims that ensures clarity, predictability and legal 
certainty, while minimising the burden on traders

3. Grant flexibility for the verification of the claims substantiation by 
using widely recognised sounding methodologies verified based on 
European or international standards, rather than enforcing a one-
size-fits-all approach like PEF

4. Ensure legal certainty and consistency with other relevant 
legislation, particularly by addressing the safety and environmental 
impact of hazardous substances in products under sector-specific 
regulations (such as CLP, REACH, and RoHS)

5. Establish a practical and achievable timeline for implementing new 
provisions, giving businesses enough time to adapt and integrate 
necessary changes, ensuring that operations are not disrupted, and 
innovation is not stifled

6. Ensure greater harmonisation and mutual recognition across the EU 
to prevent inconsistencies and to create a level playing field for all 
businesses operating within the Single Market.

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Ban-of-green-claims-for-products-containing-hazardous-substances-joint-industry-statement-jan-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Ban-of-green-claims-for-products-containing-hazardous-substances-joint-industry-statement-jan-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Enable-the-green-transition-with-a-harmonised-reliable-and-workable-framework-for-green-claims-joint-industry-statement-feb-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Enable-the-green-transition-with-a-harmonised-reliable-and-workable-framework-for-green-claims-joint-industry-statement-feb-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Green-claims-directive-ban-of-green-claims-for-products-containing-hazardous-substances-Joint-industry-statement-3-april-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Green-claims-directive-ban-of-green-claims-for-products-containing-hazardous-substances-Joint-industry-statement-3-april-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint_industry_call_for_a_certain_and_pragmatic_framework_in_Green_Claims_Directive_-_3_June_2024-2.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/Joint_industry_call_for_a_certain_and_pragmatic_framework_in_Green_Claims_Directive_-_3_June_2024-2.pdf
https://aise.eu/document/banning-green-claims-on-products-containing-certain-substances-can-hinder-innovation-and-progress-in-sustainability-industry-recommendation-on-imco-envi-draft-report-29-nov-2023/

https://aise.eu/document/banning-green-claims-on-products-containing-certain-substances-can-hinder-innovation-and-progress-in-sustainability-industry-recommendation-on-imco-envi-draft-report-29-nov-2023/



A year in review – A.I.S.E.’s activities in 2023–2024 © A.I.S.E. 2024

Detergents now in scope of EU Ecodesign Regulation

2022

EU Commission includes detergents 
in proposal for an Ecodesign for 
Sustainable Products Regulation 
(ESPR) (revision of Ecodesign Directive)

2024

Technical JRC report 
for detergents 
expected end 
of year

3 July 2024

ESPR entered 
into force

Dec 2022

A.I.S.E. position

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 TBC

Jan 2023

Draft Joint 
Research Centre 
(JRC) assessment 
report

Mid-2027

First product 
requirements 
start to apply

TBC

Detergents expected 
to be covered via one 
of the next waves

13 June 2024

Publication in the 
EU Official Journal

Mar 2025

Adoption of 1st ESPR Working Plan 
expected (9 months after entry into force) 
identifying first wave of priority product 
groups (via vertical secondary legislation)

Q4/25 – Q1/26

Adoption of the first measures 
(e.g. for textiles/steel)

 

 

A.I.S.E. welcomes the objectives of the European Commission proposal for a new Regulation on 
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products (ESPR), which will enable a comprehensive and harmonised 
set of requirements for the sustainability of products placed on EU market.  
 
The European detergents and maintenance products industry has been committed to 
sustainability via the Charter for Sustainable Cleaning since 2006. The Charter supports the whole 
industry to undertake continual sustainability improvements and encourages consumers to adopt 
more sustainable ways of doing their washing, cleaning, and household maintenance. The 
Charter has a proven track record of delivering tangible improvements in environmental 
performance including significant improvements in CO2 emissions and energy use per tonne of 
production.  
 
Ahead of the ordinary legislative procedure, A.I.S.E. wishes to highlight some key aspects aimed 
at further strengthening the ESPR Proposal. In particular, we call for:  

• Use of other verifiable LCAs methods for quantification of environmental impacts 
in addition to PEF methodology; 

• Shared responsibility along the supply chain for information disclosure. 
• Focusing on key Substances of Concern and implementing a threshold –based 

approach, specifically defined for each product group  
• Harmonisation of ecodesign and information requirements at EU level; 
• Keeping self-regulation possibility as an option to meet ESPR policy objectives; 
• Ensuring necessary definitions for the relevant products aspects such as definition 

of recycled content are in place; 
• Limiting fossil based resource use and supporting use of sustainably sourced low 

carbon renewable and circular resources. 
 
Scientific methodology used for environmental assessment 
Using harmonised methodologies to assess environmental impact is necessary to achieve 
sustainability of products. The current proposal identifies Products Environmental Footprint (PEF) 
as the only methodology for quantification of environmental impacts. There are certain limitations 
with the current PEF rules, PEF databases which are outdated and PEF Category Rules 
(PEFCRs) that need further development. Therefore, to complement PEF, other scientifically 
robust and validated Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) methodologies and standards to assess the 
environmental footprint of products must be considered. 

 
Information requirements and Digital Product Passport (DPP)   
Data and information shall originate from suppliers, while the obligation to provide such 
information will rest on manufacturers placing the final products on the EU market. The Digital 
Product Passport will be an important tool for sharing the necessary information along the value 
chain and enhance traceability. However, final product manufacturers do not possess most of the 

ECODESIGN FOR SUSTAINABLE 
PRODUCTS REGULATION 
A.I.S.E. Position Paper December 2022 

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/ESPR-AISE-position-paper.pdf
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/ESPR-AISE-position-paper.pdf
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Ecodesign for Sustainable Products

Susanne Zänker of A.I.S.E. joins the European Forum 
for Manufacturing and APPLiA’s dinner debate on the 
proposed Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation. 
The debate included presentations from the Commission, 
MEPs and industry associations

22 MAR
2023

We believe the current ESPR framework should 
consider the following specific aspects for our sector:

Ecodesign requirements for detergents to be applicable to all products falling 
within a product group, and not based on individual articles

Introduce the transition period for the Digital Product 
Passport (DPP) only after the secondary legislation for 
both the Ecodesign and the Detergents Regulation has 
been adopted.

Read more about the DPP.

Essential to have focussed assessment for the European market and not 
make misleading conclusions based on global and outdated data.

Waste effects as well as material efficiency and lifetime extension should be 
addressed via the packaging and packaging waste legislation.

D
ET

ER
GENTS 

REGULATIONREVISION
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A.I.S.E. CHARTER FOR 
SUSTAINABLE CLEANING
KPI PERFORMANCE  
REPORT 2023

A.I.S.E.’s 
sustainability 
strategy

Economic growth

No net emissions

Social responsibility

A.I.S.E. Charter  
KPI performance 

External validation

About A.I.S.E.

A.I.S.E. leads by example for a sustainable future

The A.I.S.E. Charter for Sustainable Cleaning covers the economic, environmental 
and social pillars of sustainability and thus contributes directly to the EU Green 
Deal through its tangible, measurable progress year after year since 2006.

The A.I.S.E. Charter is officially recognised in several countries, and EU 
stakeholders have appreciated its contributions to the EU’s circular economy 
ambitions. The deliverables by Charter member companies are steering best 
practices in our sector, and these results are an important tool in A.I.S.E.’s 
stakeholder outreach and external communication.

A.I.S.E.’s aim is that the Charter remains a scientifically meaningful, robust, 
measurable and pragmatic tool for industry, in particular SME-friendly, and both 
valuable and understandable to end-users when making conscious purchases.

www.sustainable-cleaning.com

EU Green Deal goal: “Economic growth decoupled from resource use”1

The production is absolutely decoupled from energy use and CO2 emissions
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EU Green Deal goal: “No net emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050”2

EU Green Deal goal: “No person and no place left behind”3

Charter KPI data (2023) covers
191 manufacturing sites
in the Charter area

More than 90% of 
Charter members 
are SMEs

www.sustainable-cleaning.com
https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/charter-for-sustainable-cleaning-kpi-report-aise-2023.pdf
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2024 sees new leadership, membership & staff in A.I.S.E.

2024 sees many changes in the leadership of our 
European trade association. After 19 years at the 
helm, Susanne Zänker hands the reins of A.I.S.E. to 
Alexis Van Maercke

A.I.S.E. press release

Meet the A.I.S.E. Team

In June 2024, membership grew to 29 national 
associations across Europe, 19 corporate members 
and 23 value chain partners.

A.I.S.E. members

Florian Vernay (Unilever) succeeds Nadia Viva 
(P&G) as President of A.I.S.E. at the 2024 General 
Assembly

A.I.S.E. press release
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In line with the change in presidency, the composition of the A.I.S.E. Board is adapted at the annual 
General Assembly. Current A.I.S.E. Board members

https://aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/change-in-AISE-leadership-press-release-2023.pdf
https://aise.eu/about-aise/meet-the-team/
https://aise.eu/about-a-i-s-e/
https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/AISE-welcomes-new-President-Board-and-member-companies_AISE-press-release-18-June-2024.pdf
https://aise.eu/about-a-i-s-e/
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A.I.S.E. SINCE 1952: THE HISTORY OF A SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRY A.I.S.E. SINCE 1952: THE HISTORY OF A SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRY • 1

Creation and growth of the European 
industry association

Establishment of the 
European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA)

1960

1963 
Introduction of 

hygiene programme 
for schools

Harmonisation of 
taxes duties for 
soap raw materials

1963 

EEC directive on classification, packaging 
& labelling of dangerous substances

Creation of FIFE

1967

EEC Directives on biodegradability of 
anionic and non-ionic surfactants

Introduction of European monetary system

1973

1973
Industry guidelines 

for testing textile 
washing products

Creation of the European Council

1974

1974 
AIS moves closer to 
the EU institutions 

in Brussels

First direct election of 
the European Parliament

1979

Creation of the 
Directorate-
General for 
Environment 
within the 
European 
Commission

1981

1984 
AIS/FIFE develop and promote 

safety pictograms for industrial 
and institutional products

1981
AIS granted 

consultative status 
within U.N. and its 

agencies 

1991
Creation of ERASM, a joint initiative 
with the surfactants industry (CESIO) 
for risk assessment of surfactants

EEC Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 

1991

Signing of Maastricht 
Treaty launching the 
European Union (EU) 

1992

1992
Organisation of the 2nd and 3rd (1995) 
industry workshops on risk assessment

EU Packaging 
and 
Packaging 
Waste 
Directive 

1994

1996
Merger of AIS and 

FIFE to form A.I.S.E. 

Treaty of Amsterdam transfers certain 
powers from national governments to the 
European Parliament

1997

EU Biocidal Products Directive

1998

1999
A.I.S.E. and chemical 
manufacturers, through 
CEFIC, develop the 
HERA project on Human 
& Environmental Risk 
Assessment

Completion of GREAT-ER 
project 

1998
Voluntary Code of Good 

Environmental Practice for 
household laundry detergents

EU Water 
Framework Directive

2000
EU White 
Paper on 
Chemical 
Substances

2001

2001
Creation of DUCC 

(Downstream 
Users of Chemicals 

Coordination 
Group) 

The Euro (€) becomes 
the common currency 
in 12 EU countries

2002

Creation of Benelux Economic Union

1948
Treaty of Paris signed by the Benelux, 
Germany, France and Italy establishes the 
European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) 

1951

1952
International 

Association 
of Soaps and 

Detergents (AIS) 
founded, with 
office in Paris

Treaty of Rome signed by the 
Benelux, Germany, France and Italy 
establishes the European Economic 
Community (EEC)

1958

1964
Progressive voluntary introduction 

of biodegradable surfactants  
for laundry products

Adoption 
of the flag 
as the 
emblem of 
the Union

1986

Brundtland report “Our common future” 
introduces sustainability concept

Entry into force of the European Single Act

1987

EEC 
directive on 
classification, 
packaging & 
labelling of 
dangerous 
preparations

1988

1989
AIS organised the first European 
workshop on the “Principles for 
Environmental Risk Assessment 

of Detergent Chemicals”

 AIS / FIFE members sign 
voluntary agreement on 

ingredient labelling, officialised 
by EC Recommendation

2004
A.I.S.E. launches 

Charter for 
Sustainable Cleaning

2005
Launch of European partnership 

between EU Commission and 
industry for alternatives to 

animal testing (EPAA)

EU Detergents 
Regulation

2005

EU REACH 
Regulation 

2006

EU CLP Regulation

The Treaty of Lisbon for the first time 
clarifies the powers of the Union

2009

2007
A.I.S.E. became an 
official stakeholder 

of newly founded 
ECHA

The European Commission published its SCP/SIP Action Plan

2008

2003
Launch of 

international 
cooperation 

via INCPA

EU Biocidal 
Products Regulation

2012

2013 
Launch of DetNet, 

an industry platform 
for classification and 

labeling according 
to CLP

UN GHS integrates ‘Keep 
away from children’ icon

2017

2017
A.I.S.E. vision and strategy is revised to ensure the 

association is agile, proactive and solution oriented 
2020

A.I.S.E. relaunches Charter 2020+

European Green Deal 
launched, including 
CEAP, CSS, Zero Pollution, 
Industrial Strategy

Great Britain leaves the EU 
(Brexit)

2020

2021
A.I.S.E. takes up seat on EU CSS High-Level Round Table

2023
A.I.S.E. celebrates its 

70th anniversary

Did you know 
that a Belgian 
SME supplies a 

specialty surfactant to 
clean machinery which 

prints banknotes, a high 
security business enabled 

with our industry’s 
know-how.

EUROPE

INDUSTRY

1952 1954 1955 1958 1961 1962 1963 1969 1972 1973 1974 1981 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2004 2006 2010 2023

1957 1969 1973 1981 1986 1995 2004 2007 2013

BulgariaSerbia

The following countries have also been association members over the years:  
Australia, Cyprus, Iceland, Russia & Tunisia

JOINED 
EU

Bulgaria

JOINED 
A.I.S.E.
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JOINED 
EU

Bulgaria

JOINED 
A.I.S.E.

Working together for over 70 years

The history of a 
sustainable industry
In June 2023, A.I.S.E. celebrated its 70th anniversary. 
Since its establishment in 1952, A.I.S.E. has grown 
from a handful of associations collaborating to 
secure the availability of materials post-war – into 
a pan-European organisation representing over 900 
companies across over 30 markets. A.I.S.E. owes its 
existence to a few visionary individuals committed 
to developing trade and free movement in post-war 
Europe through an industry organisation that would 
speak with one common voice for the European 
soap and detergents industry.
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Foreword
In 70 years A.I.S.E. has grown from a handful of associations 
collaborating to secure the availability of materials post-war, into 
a pan-European organisation representing over 900 companies 
across over 30 markets.

The history of A.I.S.E. mirrors the history of the European Union 
itself: the vision of a few brave individuals determined to build 
a better future based on cooperation between nations, peo-
ple and industries. Just as the EU has its founding fathers, so A.I.S.E. 
acknowledges the role of key individuals whose vision for international collaboration led to the 
establishment of this dynamic trade association that we are proud to lead today. 

Our association has always been a role model. From leading the way in European coopera-
tion in the early days to proudly pioneering sustainability for almost 30 years, including the 
introduction of our ground-breaking Charter for Sustainable Cleaning. Most recently, we led 
by example once again as we worked to assure the supply of essential cleaning and hygiene 
products to combat a global pandemic. 

Over the seven decades since A.I.S.E. was established the whole process of cleaning and 
washing has been transformed, in response to people’s habits and expectations. The products 
themselves are barely recognisable compared to those used just two generations ago, and work 
that once required many hours and significant ‘elbow grease’ is now achieved at the flick of a 
switch and in a fraction of the time. 

This evolution in the cleaning and detergents products industry has been accompanied by a 
full-on revolution in our societal order. Liberated from the kitchen sink and domestic chores, 
women have been free to take their place alongside their male counterparts and pursue careers 
and ambitions outside of the home, including leading roles in the vibrant cleaning industry. 

Modernisation of the European lifestyle meant a surge in travel, holidays and eating out. So, 
the next time you fill the washing machine, pop a tablet in the dishwasher, or enjoy a meal in 
the airport, take a moment to reflect on the value that this industry brings to society. 

Yours sincerely,
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Susanne ZÄNKER, 

A.I.S.E. Director General

Nadia VIVA, 

A.I.S.E. President

Working together 
for over 70 years

The history 
of a sustainable industry

A.I.S.E. SINCE 1952: THE HISTORY OF A SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRY

A.I.S.E. hosts the global network of international cleaning associations (INCPA) at its 
annual general assembly in Brussels. Congratulations to INCPA on its 20th anniversary!

Collaboration since 1952

https://www.aise.eu/wp-content/uploads/AISE-70-anniversary-brochure.pdf
https://aise.eu/about-aise/history/
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Jan Robinson participates in the annual conference of the 
European Partnership for Alternative Approaches to Animal Testing 
(EPAA)

NOV 20
23

A.I.S.E. actively represents the sector and 
exchanges views at pertinent industry events

Susanne Zänker and Giulia Sebastio attend 
the World Surfactant Congress, Rome

Susanne Zänker speaks of the impact of the 
EU Green Deal on our sector at CMS Berlin

SE
P 2

02
3

Jan Robinson joins industry experts to 
discuss the impact of the revision of REACH 
at NCEC’s 50th anniversary

SE
P 2

02
3

JU
N 20

23

Sascha Nissen presents the European business perspective at AOSDAC’s 
Mumbai conference online, Oct 23

A.I.S.E. participates in the EAPPCT congress, May 2023

Cindy Chhuon and Jan Robinson present a 
regulatory update at the Chemical Watch 
conference

APR
 20

23

Sascha Nissen engages with 
visitors and spoke on A.I.S.E.’s CLP 
work at Sepawa Congress

OCT 2
02

3
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At the Helsinki 
Chemicals Forum 
April 2024, A.I.S.E. 
contributes a poster 
on alternatives to 
animal testing

Alexis Van Maercke presents A.I.S.E.’s 
priorities at Interclean, Amsterdam

MAY
 20

24

At the International 
Occupational 
Hygiene Association 
(IOHA) Conference, 
the industry presents 
its joint guidance 
on enzymes, Dublin, 
June 20241Guidance for the Risk Assessment of Enzyme-Containing Products for Professional Cleaning - June 2024

Guidance for the Risk Assessment 
of Enzyme-Containing Products 

for Professional Cleaning

June 2024

Julie Janssis 
presents the current 
state of play of 
the revision of 
the Detergents 
Regulation to 
EuroCommerce

Jan Robinson participates in ACI’s annual 
conference and parallel INCPA meetings

JA
N 23

/24

A.I.S.E.’s Jan Robinson presents the 
industry’s work on polymer biodegradation 
at SETAC Europe, Dublin

APR
 20

24

Elodie Cazelle speaks at Chemical Watch’s 
Biocides Europe 2023 conference

DEC
 20

23

A.I.S.E. actively represents the sector and 
exchanges views at pertinent industry events

JU
N 20

24
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The A.I.S.E. Secretariat engages with its network of 
national associations and member companies

A.I.S.E. visits its newest member association BNAEOPC in Sofia, Bulgaria A.I.S.E. joins celebrations for NVZ’s 75th 
anniversary in Utrecht, The Netherlands

NOV 20
23

A.I.S.E. visits RUCODEM in Bucharest, 
Romania

MAR 20
23

OCT 2
02

3

KoBH hosts A.I.S.E.’s National Association 
Committee (NAC) meeting in Copenhagen, 
Denmark

SE
P 2

02
3

A.I.S.E.’s outgoing and incoming Directors 
General visit Henkel in Germany

22
 AUG 20

23

A.I.S.E team visit Diversey and their 
customers in the Netherlands, focussing on 
the PC&H sector

8 S
EP

 20
23

A.I.S.E. visits KOZMOS regional meeting in 
Visegrad Hungary

NOV 20
23
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A.I.S.E. presents the industry’s journey of 
sustainability at KTSD’s annual conference 
in Istanbul, Turkey

MAY
 20

24

A.I.S.E. team visits P&G in Brussels, Belgium

FE
B 20

24

A.I.S.E. team visit Ecolab in Monheim, Germany

JU
N 20

24

A.I.S.E. team visit Dow’s innovation centre in 
Seneffe, Belgium

8 M
AY

 20
24

A.I.S.E. + Cosmetics Europe visit KOZMODET, 
Serbia

MAY
 20

24

Alexis Van Maercke participates in Assocasa 
General Assembly, Italy

JU
N 20

24

The A.I.S.E. Secretariat engages with its network of 
national associations and member companies

Sascha Nissen speaks at IKW’s annual 
meeting in Frankfurt Germany

NOV 20
23
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