
 

 

Antwerp, 11 February 2026 — Ahead of the European Council meeting in Alden Biesen, the 

Antwerp Declaration Community - representing more than 1,300 companies, associations and 

trade unions across Europe - called on EU Heads of State and Government to take urgent and 

bold action to restore Europe’s industrial competitiveness, safeguard high-quality jobs for 

European workers, and turn the Clean Industrial Deal into outcomes felt on factory floors in 2026. 

The call was made at the European Industry Summit, which brought together over 500 business 

leaders, 30 factory workers, and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, under 

the auspices of Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever. Senior EU leaders including German 

Chancellor Friedrich Merz, French President Emmanuel Macron, Dutch Prime Minister Dick 

Schoof, Austrian Chancellor Christian Stocker Senior, and EU leaders including Executive Vice 

Presidents Teresa Ribera and Stéphane Séjourné, Commissioner Wopke Hoekstra, also joined, 

underscoring the political urgency of Europe’s industrial crisis. 

“The European detergents and hygiene products industry is a key contributor to Europe’s 

productivity, resilience and innovation capacity. However, without a stronger Single Market, 

predictable rules and competitive conditions, there is a risk of slowing down investments and 

innovation. European companies are ready to drive innovation, productivity and sustainable 

growth, and with the right enabling framework in place, Europe can unlock the full potential of its 

manufacturing sectors — strengthening competitiveness while delivering safe, sustainable 

solutions that benefit citizens, businesses and the wider economy.” said Quentin de Hults, Chief 

Operating Officer of A.I.S.E. 

The Community calls on EU leaders to ensure that the Alden Biesen meeting becomes the 

moment when Europe commits to bold, coordinated measures that restore industrial 

competitiveness, and secure high-quality jobs for future generations with visible results in 2026.  

Read the Antwerp Call to Action. 

About A.I.S.E.  

A.I.S.E. represents an industry that supplies essential detergents, cleaning and maintenance products, 

disinfectants and biocidal products for cleanliness and hygiene at home and in public spaces across 

Europe. Based in Brussels, the association has been the voice of the industry since 1952.  

Membership includes 30 national associations across Europe, 19 corporate members, and 18 value chain 

partners, collectively representing a broad network of over 900 companies supplying household and 

professional cleaning and hygiene products and services. The A.I.S.E. network works with EU and 

national decision-makers to strengthen the Single Market through innovative, science-based solutions 

that ensure user safety, environmental protection, and regulatory compliance.  

www.aise.eu 

For more information, please contact Nicole Vaini, Head of EU Affairs nicole.vaini@aise.eu  
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